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Our best minds. Our best science. Our best hope.




Talking Points for HIV Vaccine Awareness Day & HIV Vaccine Research

Primary Messages About HIV Vaccine Awareness Day (HVAD)

· Tuesday, May 18th marks the seventh annual observance of HVAD.

· This year’s theme for HVAD is “Real People. Real Progress.”

· It is a day set aside to:

· Recognize the more than 12,000 research study volunteers, scientists and health professionals who are committed to finding a safe and effective HIV vaccine; and

· Educate Americans about the ongoing search for a vaccine to prevent the transmission of HIV.

· For the second year in a row, people are encouraged to wear their AIDS ribbon upside-down on HVAD. The upside-down ribbon:

· Forms a “V,” for “vaccines;” and

· Symbolizes the promise of HIV vaccine research and the urgent need to stop the transmission of HIV.

· Community support for the development of an HIV vaccine is essential; on HVAD, people are also encouraged to:

· Let others know that they support HIV vaccine research;

· Educate others about the need for a safe, effective, preventive HIV vaccine; and

· Support vaccine trial volunteers 

· Currently, there is no HIV vaccine available, but many scientists believe that a preventive HIV vaccine can be a reality.

· A preventive HIV vaccine is critical component of ending the AIDS pandemic.

· A large-scale HIV vaccine trial will require thousands more participants of all races and ethnicities, genders and socioeconomic backgrounds, to ensure that the vaccine is effective.

Primary Messages About HIV Vaccine Research  
· Currently, there is no HIV vaccine available.

· HIV vaccines being tested in humans do not contain the HIV virus; therefore the vaccines cannot cause HIV infection.

· Individuals who volunteer for an HIV preventive vaccine trial must be HIV negative.

· The best long-term hope for controlling the AIDS pandemic is the development of safe, effective, and affordable HIV preventive vaccines.

· A comprehensive approach to controlling the AIDS pandemic includes prevention strategies, care and treatment improvements and HIV vaccine research.

· In order for a HIV preventive vaccine to work for all individuals, diverse populations must be included in clinical trials.

Secondary Messages and Data Points

· According to the Centers for Disease Control, approximately 950,000 people in the United States are already infected with HIV/AIDS.

· Every year 40,000 people are newly infected with HIV in the United States.

· Communities of color in the United States are disproportionately affected by the AIDS epidemic: 

· People of color represent the majority of new HIV infections;

· People of color represent the majority of people living with AIDS;

· More than half of new HIV infections occur in African Americans, who make up 12 percent of the U.S. population;

· AIDS is the fifth leading cause of death of African Americans ages 25 to 44;

· AIDS is the #1 cause of death in African American men of all ages;

· Nineteen percent of new HIV infections occur in Latinos, who make up 13 percent of the population; and

· AIDS is the third leading cause of death among Latinos ages 35 to 44.

· The heterosexual transmission of AIDS to women is growing in many communities in the United States.

· Over 40 million people are living with HIV around the world.

· Globally, 14,000 people are infected with HIV every day.

· Globally, there are over 5 million new infections every year

· Each minute five young people under 25 become infected worldwide.

· To date, over 16 million men, women and children have died from AIDS worldwide.

Preventive and Therapeutic Vaccines

· A vaccine can be preventive, therapeutic or both.

· Preventive HIV vaccines for HIV-negative populations are being developed to control the transmission of HIV and are not a cure for AIDS.
· Therapeutic vaccines to treat people already with HIV infection or AIDS are being evaluated by researchers.

· A preventive HIV vaccine teaches the body’s immune system to recognize and protect itself against HIV.

· Preventive HIV vaccines are made from man-made materials that cannot cause HIV infection.

Possible Outcomes of Using an HIV Vaccine

· Scientists believe that a safe and effective preventive HIV vaccine, given before exposure to HIV, could have a number of possible outcomes, including: 

· Preventing infection in most people;

· Preventing infection in some people;

· Preparing a person’s immune system to block continued infection and eliminate the virus (vaccines against measles, mumps and polio work this way); or

· Delaying or preventing the onset of illness or AIDS.

Vaccine Effectiveness

· Vaccines have been used for decades around the world, most commonly in children.

· Vaccines are very safe when manufactured and used properly.

· Vaccines are very cost-effective compared to treatment.

· Sixteen vaccines are now used in the United States for defense against diseases such as measles, mumps, rubella, diphtheria and polio.

· Vaccines may help to eliminate smallpox and polio worldwide.
Barriers to Conducting HIV Vaccine Research

· Some think an HIV vaccine may contain a piece of the virus.  It does not.

· Some think that an HIV vaccine already exists.  It does not.

· Some people, especially in the African American community, remember the injustices of Tuskegee.

· Researchers’ beliefs and biases.

· Public fear and mistrust of the government.

· Cultural beliefs. For example, populations most at risk for infection do not have a history of talking about sexuality, especially homosexuality.

· Stories about people’s negative experiences.

· Complex research procedures.

· Racial and ethnic discrimination.

Benefits of Participating in a HIV Vaccine Trial

· To help science improve health care.

· To ensure clinical trial results and any future vaccine candidates are safe and effective for all communities regardless of race or ethnicity.  

· Access to experimental therapies not generally available.

· Access to the best health care.  

HIV Vaccine Pipeline

· The HIV Vaccine Trials Network (HVTN) has experienced a surge of new products ready to be tested. During the 1st Quarter of 2004, the HVTN recruited participants for eight different trials worldwide.

· The HVTN has projected that 10 to 12 more trials will begin in 2004.

· There are currently more than 20 vaccine candidates in development more than at any other point in the history of HIV vaccine research. 

· Part of the HVTN’s recent success is due to partnerships with companies who have successfully developed other proven vaccines and/or other proven HIV treatment drugs. 

· The HVTN is now working closely with these institutions to help speed up the process towards finding an HIV vaccine.

Approaches to Preventing the Transmission of HIV

· Education and behavior modification.

· Drug abuse treatment (e.g. methadone).

· Correct and consistent condom use.

· Clean syringe use.

· Topical microbicide use.

· Treatment of other sexually transmitted diseases.

· Interruption of transmission from mother to child.

· Anti-retroviral drugs.

· Preventive vaccines.
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